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To those who blame me, I have only this to say: elf you were
sincere in your reproaches, you should join the satyagraha movement
again. It was because I put my trust [in General Smuts] that I
advised voluntary registration. We took a pledge to see to it that the
law would be repealed; you and I have fought together to fulfil that
pledge and let us now continue to do so. It will suffice if you do this. You
deserve to be congratulated in that your suspicions have been justified.
If, in the sequel, my trust turns out to have been ill-placed, I do not
hold myself responsible, for I had no alternative then. Even if you think
otherwise, the Indian community has lost nothing for having trusted
[General Smuts], For we shall gain more now if we stand together.3
To those who were pleased with me on account of the settlement,
and who approved of it, I should say: *If General Smuts is bent on
playing foul, it does not follow that the settlement itself deserves to be
condemned. It has been nothing if not beneficial. If our strength is
real, we will not retreat an inch. On the contrary, the more the other
side attempts foul play, the better to advantage will our truth be set off.
Diamonds shine the brighter for being strewn among stones. Learn
to think of truth in this way.' Whether or not those who have been
angry with me or those who approved of my action join the satya-
graha campaign, my pledge stands. I will never submit to the obnoxious
Act. I will fight it unto death, even if I should be the only one to do so.
I hope Khuda-Ishwar will inspire the same thought in every Indian.
/ remain your satyagrahi,
MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908
155.   LETTER TO E.F.C. LANE
JOHANNESBURG,
May 30, 1908
DEAR MR.  LANE,
Will you kindly let me know whether I may publish my letters of
the 1st February and the 22nd February last and replies thereto. *
With reference to your last note, I wish to state that I never asked
for or desired any protection for myself from the Government, nor do
I desire any now.1
I am>
Tours truly,
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4818
1 Vide "Letter to General Smuts*', p. 253 and footnote 4 on that page.
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